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Border Operations Commander To Wipe Out 
Minority Rebels 


4200004 1.1 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Jan 90 p 6 


[Text] Mae Sot, Tak—Rangoon is determined to wipe 
Out minority rebels, including the Shan United Army 
under Khun Sa, from the Thai-Burmese border, a Bur- 
mese military commander in charge of border operations 
said. 


Brig-Gen Maung Hla made this remark to a Thai dele- 
gation led by Maj-Gen Somchit Boonthap, chief of the 
border coordination centre of the Thai side, who visited 
Myawaddy on Wednesday to meet with the Burmese 
border delegation. 


He said the Burmese government force under his com- 
mand almost succeeded in dislodging minority rebels in 
the area opposite Mae Sot District. 


Burmese soldiers were clearing mines in the vicinity of 
Palu Camp, a former stronghold of Karen National 
Union rebels overrun by the government force on 
December 29 


The government force will soon take complete control of 
the area opposite Mae Sot, Brig-Gen Maung Hla said. 


He said the ongoing suppression operations aim to bring 
about peace at the Thai-Burma border to facilitate joint 
economic and social development. 


How soon this objective will be achieved depends on 
Thailand’s understanding of Burma, Brig-Gen Maung 
Hla said. 





He added that shells that landed on Thai terntory 
resulting from the ongoing suppression drive against the 
rebels in Burma were unintentional and that Burma was 
ready to take back Burmese refugees, not families of the 
rebels, who fled into Thailand. 


Burma 1s not out to exterminate the minority groups, but 
to end insurgency, he said. 


He also said heroin smuggled out of Burma was not from 
government-controlled areas 


At the meeting, the Thai delegation informed the Bur- 
mese side of stray shells that landed on Thai territory on 
December 29, causing damage to people's property. 


Maj-Gen Somchit said the Thai side will invite Burmese 
authorities to examine the damage before demanding 
compensation 


The Thai delegation also lodged a complaint about 
Burmese soldiers who intruded into Thai territory on 
December 31, selling rice seized from Palu Camp to Thai 
villagers. 


A Border Patrol policeman took pictures of the intrusion 
but his camera was snatched by one of the Burmese 
soldiers fleeing across the borde: 


When the Thai side lodged a petition in Myawaddy, the 
Burmese soldiers returned the camera but the film, 
which had been deliberately exposed, could not be used 
to produce evidence, said Maj-Gen Somchit 


The Burmese authorities said they will conduct an inves- 
tigation over the protest made by their Thai counter- 
parts. 
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Targeting China Market 


900G0114A Jakarta EDITOR in Indonesian 
13 Jan 90 p 104 


[Text] The thawing of diplomatic relations between 
Indonesia and the PRC is in process, and we have long 
known that China with its population of more than | 
billion people represents a big market for business. 
“There is great potential for exports to China, not only 
because of the size of its population but also because of 
its economic growth rate, which has begun to creep 
upward. This has taken place since Deng Xiaoping 
conducted a massive renewal in 1978,” said R.A.M. 
Koesoemoadilogo, executive director of the KADIN 
{Chamber of Commerce and Industry] China Com- 
mittee. 


There is a market for every type of commodity in China, 
but most in demand are plywood, processed wood, 
natural rubber, fertilizer, steel, coffee, and beans. “China 
is now conducting massive development. Therefore, they 
need many kinds of materials in any quantity, as long as 
the prices are night and shipments are promot,” Koesoe- 
moadilogo continued. Opportunities have steadily 
increased since the bloody Tiananmen incident last 
June, because prodemocratic industrialized countries 
have boycotted trade with China. 


Officialiy, trade relations between Indonesia and China 
ceased when the two countries suspended diplomatic 
relations in 1967. Th. did not mean that trade stopped, 
however. At the very least, exports and imports still 
flowed via Singapore and Hong Kong. According to the 
Central Statistics Bureau [BPS], Indonesia had a trade 
deficit for the 1982-88 period, when imports totaled 
$1,.654,143,000 but exports amounted to only 
$6 14,960,000 


BPS data show that Indonesian exports to China have 
risen almost every year. Sharp increases did not occur, 
however, until the Indonesian KADIN signed a memo- 
randum of understanding with China in July 1985 
Exports jumped from $84.187 million (1985) to 
$139.003 million in 1986, and imports rose from 
$248.929 million to $337.124 million. Exports rose 
again in 1987 to $343.011 million and imports to 
$408.75! million. In 1988, Indonesian exports experi- 
enced their first surplus, totaling $53 million (exports of 
$492 million and imports of $439 million) 


Prospects for exports to China clearly are steadily 
improving, but the lack of information caused by stalled 
diplomatic relations 1s a problem. Therefore, the Indo- 
nesian and Chinese KADIN’s are busy expanding 
exchanges of information about commodities in their 
countries. The two chambers of commerce are also 
active in holding trade exhibitions in Being and 
Jakarta 


Communications a an obstacle that Indonesian 
exporters may encounter. “Chinese businessmen know 
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only their own language, whereas merely a few Indone- 
sian businessmen understand it. Furthermore, because 
the bureaucracy there is still very complicated, a busi- 
nessman cannot immediately establish trade ties on a 
single visit. It takes two or three visits,’ said Koesoe- 
moadilogo, 53. 


The obstacles can be overcome, however. “The Indone- 
sian KADIN can act as a facilitator for businessmen who 
are interested in establishing direct trade ties with China. 
All they have to do is fill out the forms that are available. 
KADIN will then forward them to Immigration and 
other authorities concerned. The process is not diffi- 
cult,” Koesoemoadilogo added. 


INPRES [Presidential Instruction] 9 of 1985 appointed 
the Indonesian KADIN to establish cooperation with the 
Chinese KADIN. Since then, there have been two ways 
to conduct trade with China. The first is the longstanding 
practice of using intermediary businessmen in Hong 
Kong and Singapore. The second is to make direct 
contacts. The minister of state/state secretary has super- 
vised trade between the two countries since INPRES 5 of 
1989 was issued. 


So far, 250 Indonesian firms have requested information 
from the Chinese KADIN in Jakarta. Most of them are 
involved in the manufacturing of wood products, com- 
modities that are very competitive. 


The most important export targets in China now are the 
big cities like Shanghai, Beijing, Fujian [as published], 
Tianjin, and Guangzhou. “There are no longer any 
significant hindrances to trade with China. They have 
put seven trade representatives in Jakarta to find out 
what commodities can be imported from Indonesia and 
what can be sold in Jakarta. With the presence of these 
representatives, L/C’s [letters of credit] can be paid 
here.” added Koesoemoadilogo. 


Joint Air Forces Sign Maintenance Agreement 


900G0115C Jakarta ANGKATAN BERSENJATA 
in Indonesian 25 Jan 90 p 11 


[Text] Jakarta, ANGKATAN BERSENJATA—On 
Monday [22 January] at Adisucipto Air Base, Yogy- 
akarta, TUDM [Royal Malaysian Air Force] Com- 
mander Lieutenant General Tan Sri Mohamed bin Ngah 
Said and KASAU [Chief of Air Force Staff] Marshal 
Utomo signed an agreement on aircraft maintenance 
cooperation 


With the signing of the cooperation agreement, all 
aspects of aircraft maintenance for the air forces of the 
two countries will be handled jointly. This will afford 
maximum reduction of cost and add input for the 
technicians of both the TUDM and the TNI AU [Indo- 
nesian Air Force]. 


In remarks following an exchange of cooperation docu- 
ments, Marshal Utomo said that under this arrangement 
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technicians will be able to profit from each other's 
experience and improve their respective necessary skills 


According to Marshal Utomo, equipment and personnel 
readiness is needed to support operations, and equip- 
ment readiness requires maintenance. Despite the high 
technology of main weapons systems components, a lack 
of good maintenance will hinder the fulfillment of oper- 
ational assignments. On the other hand, with good 
maintenance, especially of aircraft, assignments 
involving mobility can be carned out smoothly. 


TUDM Commander Lt Gen Ngah stated that he hoped 
this cooperation will strengthen ties of friendship 
between the two countries, particularly between the 
TUDM and the TNI AU. He also hoped this cooperation 
will develop quickly, not only between the TUDM and 
the TNI AU but, more extensively, among all the 
ASEAN air forces as well. 


The signature ceremony was attended by top officers of 
the TUDM and the TNI AU. 


Manpower Ministry Considers New Wage 
Structure 


90OG0115B Jakarta SUARA KARYA in Indonesian 
22 Jan 90 pl 


[Text] Jakarta, SUARA KARYA—The Department of 
Manpower is now discussing efforts to change the wage 
basis from minimum physical requirements (KFM) to 
minimum living requirements (KHM). It is hoped, 
therefore, that there will be changes in the wages of 
workers 


“I feel that many components of the KFM, which we 
established 33 years ago, have now changed,’ Minister 
of Manpower Cosmas Batubara said after a call on 
President Suharto at the Bina Graha on Saturday [20 
January]. 


Citing examples, the minister said the KFM includes a 
requirement for thong sandals whereas some workers 
now wear shoes. Similarly, housing was very plain at that 
time, but now changes have taken place. 


Therefore, he submitted to the president some concepts 
on the KHM of workers. The concepts require further 
discussion within the Departments of Manpower and 
Finance so that a gradual basic change can begin soon in 
order to improve wages 


The president emphasized that “social solidarity” 
approaches need to be used in setting wages. This means 
there needs to be a mutual understanding between 
employers and workers that worker welfare and provi- 
sion of jobs have the attention of everyone. 


“Thus, we must not look at the matter from merely one 
aspect, such as wages. We must also consider how an 
employer can provide more jobs, for we still face the 
problem of imbalance between job seekers and available 
jobs,”’ said Cosmas. 
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The minister of manpower emphasized the need for 
integrated approaches to improving wages and providing 
more jobs. 


Protection 


He also reported to the president on steps taken to 
protect workers, both in Indonesia and abroad. He 
mentioned the cooperation the Indonesian ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia in Riyadh has established with compa- 
nies there, which are now managing their workers better 


He reported on Manpower Department steps to include 
law firms in Saudi Arabia in a type of LBH [legal aid 
institute], so that cases involving Indonesian workers in 
Saudi Arabia can be handled and settled through that 


group. 


In this connection, the minister emphasized the impor- 
tance of the process involved in sending workers over- 
seas. The process starts at the beginning in the villages, 
so that Indonesian citizens who want to work abroad will 
be stable people. They must also have a good mental! 
attitude and understand that working abroad 1s not easy 


“They should not be people who want to go overseas 
because they are disgruntled. | don’t think such people 
siiould go. Those who go should be stable and strong and 
understand that working abroad is hard,” the minister 
added. For this reason, village heads play a very impor- 
tant role by issuing identification letters to people who 
plan to go overseas. 


New Satellite To Improve Telecommunications 


90OG0115A Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 
27 Jan 90 p 8 


{Text} Medan, Friday [26 January], ANTARA—The 
Palapa B-2R satellite, scheduled for launch on 29 March, 
will have strategic value by guaranteeing the depend- 
ability of Indonesian telecommunications. The B-2P 
satellite is still in use but has many technical weaknesses. 


“Those weaknesses were seen from the moment of 
launch until the satellite reached its space orbit, and we 
have had to work hard to control the satellite,” Taufik 
Akbar (head of the Development Program Management 
Subdirectorate of PERUMTEL [Telecommunications 
Public Corporation]) said on Friday in a speech at the 
Technical Faculty of North Sumatra University, Medan 
He is also Indonesia’s backup astronaut candidate. 


He said the B-2R satellite will be launched because of 
doubt about the dependability of the B-2P, which actu- 
ally should be able to stay in orbit for the next 2 years. 
The B-2P was launched in 1987. 


He said the B-2P’s failure was evident when it took only 
10 minutes instead of 45 minutes to reach orbit. It then 
deviated from the bounds of its orbit, reaching 900 
kilometers from the earth, whereas the normal, easily 
tracked orbit is 200-300 kilometers from the earth 
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This situation made ut difficult for earth stations to 
maintain control and receive the satellite's signals. 
Efforts to move the satellite were unsuccessful. 


He said the Palapa B-2P should have had a circular orbit, 
but a launch error put it into an elliptical orbit 


“After 9 months 1n orbit, we were still able to ‘expose’ 
the satellite well, but its position far above the atmo- 
sphere resulted in interference from low temperatures, 
collisions with space objects, and radiation, which dam- 
aged the outside of the satellite (solar panels) and part of 
the antenna mechanism. 


Repair 


He said Palapa B-2R, to be launched in March, is the B-2 
satellite that failed in 1983. Its builder, the United 
States, recovered and repaired it. 


Malfunctioning of the B-2 made its selector, or electronic 
detection device, unable to cover all of Indonesia, and its 
parabolic antenna could not be adjusted. ‘““That was the 
satellite they recovered and repaired,” he said. 


Indonesia was interested in paying for the B-2’s repair, 
since the B-2P has also failed. A new satellite would take 
33 months, but repair of the B-2 has taken only 20 
months. 


“The contract for repair of the B-2 and conversion to the 
B-2R was signed in 1987, and work will be completed in 
1990,” he said. 


Taufik said this does not mean the government has 
wasted money, because the B-2 failure was covered by 
insurance in the amount of its construction cost. The 
satellite cost $75 million to build but only half that 
amount to repair. 


The B-2R satellite, which will last at least 8 years and 
possibly as long as !0 years, is expected to reach all of 
Indonesia, ASEAN, Papua New Guinea, and northern 
Australia. 


Asked about the possible transfer of Palapa technology 
from the United States, Taufik said that cooperation is 
under way with IPTN [Nusantara Aircraft Industry] in 
Bandung. He said Minister for Research and Technology 
B.J. Habibie estimates that “in 5 years we will be able to 
build our own satellite and in 10 to 15 years we will be 
able to launch one.” 


Transmigration Falls Short of Target 


900G0115D Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 
27 Jan 90 p 8 


[Text] It is almost a certainty that the transmigration 
target of 27,000 families during fiscal 1989-90 will not be 
achieved. In a recent technical working meeting, Min- 
ister of Transmigration Sugiarto expressed to regional 
office chiefs his concern that this situation will be 
repeated in fiscal 1990-91. In order to make appropriate 
preparations for the new fiscal year, he ordered regional 
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chiefs to seek a way out of this problem before the end of 
the current fiscal year on 31 March. “Report on possible 
efforts for resolving this problem,” he requested 


Using the l-year APBN [national budget} system over 
the last 3 years, the Transmigration Department has 
constantly found it hard to use its development funds 
The problem is not that there is too much money, but 
capabil'ties for using up the funds need to be overhauled 
Furthermore, the l-year budget system that makes 
unused funds possible needs reviewing 


A transmigration project—from planning, physical 
work, settlement preparation, iransportation, transmi- 
grant placement, to management—is a single. indivisible 
project. It 1s not possible to complete all of this in one 
fiscal year. For example, the Transmigration Depart- 
ment’s Directorate General for Mobilization and Man- 
agement (RAHABIN) is always “missing the train.” 
Because this year’s situation will be repeated again and 
again, the targets vill not be achievable. 


Although the sum of unused funds cannot be calculated 
yet, the figure is sure to be high. Since this is true of the 
fiscal 1989-90 budget of “only” 147.7 billion rupiah, 
what about the 1990-91 budget, which 1s 80 percent 
bigger? 


Delay 


A delay is expected in the transportation of 1,984 PIR- 
SUS [special smallholder nuclear estate] transmigrant 
families, or 18.2 percent of the targeted 10,877 families. 
Their destinations are located throughout Riau (546 
families), Jambi (550 families), and South Kalimantan 
(938 families). 


“The limited time provided for settlement space plan- 
ning (RTSP) and the transportation and placement of 
transmigrants is the basic obstacle to program imple- 
mentation,” the transmigration minister said. 


Delay has also occurred in the transportation and place- 
ment of spontaneous and local presidential aid (BAN- 
PRES) transmigrants. As many as 860 families were not 
placed because of late funds. This occurred in the prov- 
inces of Lampung (460 families), Central Sulawesi (250 
families), and East Nusa Tenggara (159 families). Aid 
funds reportedly did not arrive until October and 
November. 


“Using APBN aid funds in the last 80-90 days does not 
support completion of physical work,”’ Sugiarto stated. 


The Transmigration Department’s inability to use funds 
will affect projects for infrastructure rehabilitation and 
settlement facilities. Because there is not enough time for 
rehabilitation work supported by funds derived from the 
revision of the DIP [List of Approved Projects] (fiscal 
1989-90) and allocation of supplemental budget (ABT) 
funds, the work will have to be cancelled. 
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He said this probably will occur in the cases of rehabil- 
itation projects in the provinces of South Sumatra (Bat- 
uraja site), West Kalimantan (Pandan, P: uh, Nobal, and 
Manis Jaya sites), Bengkulu (Ipuh site), and South Kal- 
imantan (Pamukan I/II sites, Sebambam). 


As of October 1989, only 35.048 billion rupiah of the 
147.7 billion rupiah in development funds budgeted for 
the transmigration subsector had been used for physical 
and routine work. 


Improvement 


Welcoming the allocation of 467 billion rupiah, the 
transmigration minister has drafted a strategy for 
improving the apparatus and the planning mechanisms, 
stabilizing coordination, and intensifying the role of 
discipline and close supervision. 


In commenting on more APBN funds, he said it is an 
indicator of transmigration’s importance in national 
development. To use this money, the Transmigration 
Department’s potential and resources need io de 
expanded. 


He feels there is an imbalance between the number of 
quality personnel in transmigration areas and those at 
headquarters and in originating areas. There is still a 
shortage of skilied personnel in the transmigration areas, 
whereas such people are concentrated at headquarters 
(the department) and in originating areas (Java). 


This situation hinders the program and must be cor- 
rected. “Mobilization steps definitely should be taken in 
fiscal 1990-91,” he told Transmigration Department 
personnel in mid-January. 


He feels that close supervision of optimization of poli- 
cies and work program plans has been inadequate. Using 
proper close supervision, a policy or work program plan 
can be evaluated in order to permit improvement or 
correction. 


He believes manager reaction and responsiveness to 
employee suggestions are weak. As a result, contractors 
cheat the department. 


“Managers supervise only from behind their desks; al! 
they do is push buttons,” he declared. 


Biographic Information on New Foreign Ministry 
Directors General 


900G0114D Jakarta SUARA PEMBARUAN 
in Indonesian 6 Jan 90 p 12 


[Text] Jakarta, 6 Jan—In the weeks and months ahead, 
other countries are expected increasingly to look to 
Indonesia to be more active in seeking a just and 
comprehensive settlement of the Cambodia problem. 


Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said this on Friday afternoon 
[5 January] at a ceremony for the inauguration of Drs 
Wirjono Sastrohandojo (56) as director general for polit- 
ical affairs, replacing John Louhanapessy, and Drs Agus 
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Tarmidzi (58) as the new director general for the ASEAN 
SETNAS [National Secretariat], replacing Husni 
Thamrin Pane. 


The foreign minister said that since the Paris Confer- 
ence which was a continuation of the Jakarta Informal 
Meeting /JIM), Indonesia has had a mandate to revive 
the negotiation process and efforts to reach a compro- 
mise between the various parties involved. 


“We are trying to avoid a loss of credibility toward the 
negotiation process,” the foreign minister said in his 


speech. 
Big Tasks 


A number of big issues and tasks are spread before us in 
1990, Alatas said. These include continuation of the 
process of normalizing diplomatic ties between Indo- 
nesia and the PRC and preparations for the APEC 
(Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) minister-level con- 
sultation meeting. 


Wirjono began his diplomatic career in 1962 (in the 
Foreign Ministry Research Bureau). Following that, he 
became third secretary and then second secretary at the 
Indonesian Embassy in Buenos Aires. From 1978 to 
1980, he served as minister counselor at the Indonesian 
Embassy in Paris. He then became minister counselor at 
the Indonesian Permanent Mission in New York (1980- 
82); minister/deputy chief of mission at the Indonesian 
Embassy in Washington, DC; director for America 
(1984); Indonesian permanent representative to the 
United Nations (1985-87); and Indonesian ambassador 
to Austria and permanent representative to the United 
Nations in Vienna (1987-89). 


Agus Tarmidzi replaces the late Husni Thamrin Pane, 
who had been appointed Indonesian ambassador to 
Canada. Tarmidzi has served as deputy chief of mission 
in London, director for Europe, secretary of the Direc- 
torate General for Politics, deputy chief of mission at the 
Indonesian Permanent Mission in Geneva (1987-88), 
and deputy chief of mission at the Indonesian Perma- 
nent Mission in New York. 


East Timor Ready for Industrial Development 


900G0114B Jakarta ANGKATAN BERSENJATA 
in Indonesian 8 Jan 90 p 5 


[Text] Several studies show that East Timor’s natural 
resources will give great support to the development of 
processing industries in the farming and mining sectors. 


Major products available for processing include coffee, 
coconuts, corn, cassava, beans, candlenut, bananas, and 
fish. Mineral potential includes salt, marble, and 
building materials. 


Handicraft technology mastered by the community 
includes coarse textile weaving, canework, musical 
instruments, farm implements, and the traces. All of 
these can be expanded. 
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In order to stimulate East Timor’s economic growth, 
Minister of Industry Hartarto urged accelerated growth 
of small industry there. 


Because small industry absorbs much manpower, its role 
is very important and strategic. It will grow much faster 
as new entrepreneurs come forward and it becomes 
involved with nonoil exports, Hartarto said. 


According to Hartarto, the development of provincial 
small industry needs “foster fathers” to motivate it. 


When small industry is able to provide its own capital 
and marketing, “foster fathers” will no longer be needed. 
The important thing ts to encourage handicraft pro- 
ducers to be self-sufficient, for small industry is suc- 
cessful when self-sufficient, he asserted. 


REPELITA V operational policies for industrial devel- 
opment in East Timor have a 22 percent annual growth 
target in order to raise the sector’s contribution to 5 
percent of the PDB [gross domestic product], said Abdul 
Wahid, chief of the East Timor Regional Office of the 
Department of Industry. 


One of the factors in such industrial growth is the 
expansion of interisland and export marketing of local 
industrial products, he stated. 


We will also create a climate of encouragement and 
opportunity for investors so that they will expand their 
East Timor operations; and we will develop an informa- 
tion system for the province's potential, he added. 


In order to boost industrial progress in East Timor, 
Wahid said, the province will develop a well-organized 
marketing system, expand product quality and volume, 
and improve timeliness of delivery. This will enable local 
industry to compete strongly and to develop industries 
for processing natural resources, particularly agricultural 
products. 


The province will also protect and expand East Timor’s 
unique traditional industries and will form technical 
service units to promote transfers of skills, technology, 
management, and entrepreneurship at potential centers, 
Wahid said. 


Integrated Projects 


As an effort to support industrial progress in East Timor, 
while at the same time improving the village commu- 
nity’s welfare, the East Timor Regional Office of 
Industry will implement four integrated demonstration 
projects for village industrial development. 


The demonstration projects will be for the manufac- 
turing of coconut oil, souvenirs, farm implements, and 
tapioca. They will be located in the regencies of Lautem 
(Lospalos), Dili, Baucau, and Bobonaro (Maliana), 
respectively. Situated in a coconut-producing area, the 
coconut oil factory in Lospalos will have great potential. 
The local people use coconuts merely for their daily 
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needs and waste many of them. The factory will provide 
added value to coconuts and thus raise the community's 
income. 


Coconuts have been selling in the markets for only 100 
rupiah each. The factory will enable residents to multiply 
their profits. Similarly, there are good prospects for the 
production of souvenirs, in line with the regional gov- 
ernment’s plan to develop the tourism sector, said the 
chief of the East Timor Regional Office of Industry 


He said that villages scattered over 13 regencies have 
considerable poteniial for the development of village 
ind\stry, a sector hitherto untouched. 


Therefore, he added, an integrated program among gov- 
ernment authorities 1s much needed to prevent overlap- 
ping of effort. 


Residents need motivation and skills in order to be 
included in village industrial development. It 1s very 
important that motivation be instilled in handi- 
craftsmen. 


The reason for failure has been a lack of communication, 
for people have not accepted as essential the things that 
have been presented to them. They merely listen without 
doing or developing anything. 


Industria! Structure 


The East Timor industrial structure emphasizes small 
industry, handicrafts, and the processing of agricultural 
and mining products. These activities involve 1|.025 
business units, or 99.32 percent of all units. Investment 
is valued at 1.56 billion rupiah and output at |.33 billion 
rupiah. 


Miscellaneous industries encompass seven types: alco- 
holic beverages, ground coffee, sandalwood oil, work- 
shap services, block and tile, and two photo developing 
and printing units. 


These miscellaneous industries have investments of |.14 
billion rupiah and output valued at 1.38 billion rupiah. 
They employ 830 workers 


Small industry and the handicraft industry employ 3,949 
workers, or 82.63 percent of all workers in the industrial 
sector. 


Use of TV To Fight Graft 


000G0114C Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
12 Jan 90 p 4 


[Text] A new round in the campaign against corruption 
has begun. The faces of three men referred to as cor- 
rupters opened the TVRI [Indonesian Television] 
national news broadcast on | 1 December 1989. Millions 
of viewers throughout the couniry saw them. Thus began 
the implementation of an idea conceived by Attorney 
General Sukarton Marmosudjono, SH [Master of Laws], 
for restoring a sense of shame to corrupters. His idea for 
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“teaching them a lesson” and preventing the emergence 
of new corrupters began its realization through the 
audiovisual mass media. 


Similar faces are certain to appear on TV screens in the 
future. There 1s widespread division of opinion about the 
idea (which is already being implemented), and state 
court judges are still awaiting the Supreme Court's 
ruling. 


We cannot yet know for sure what the TVRI broadcast’s 
impact will be on the conduct of the three “news 
makers.” (Two have been sentenced by state courts, and 
the third is still at large.) We also do not know if there 
was “feedback” from their families. It is the task of 
audience research people to determine the impact of the 
mass media. We can hypothesize, however, that there 
will be fingers pointed at the men and possibly at their 
families, too. As family members saw the three on the 
TVRI screen, they probably began to sense those pointed 
fingers. 


There is another aspect that poses a problem for showing 
the faces of corrupters on the TV: Not all corrupters can 
be easily investigated, charged, and tried. The reason for 
this is the entwining of corruption with social networks 
and systems, which are not easily penetrated by the law. 
The result of corruption’s spread to all aspects of our 
society (the “advanced stage” or “third phase,” terms 
used by S.A. Alatas in his “Sociology of Corruption’’) is 
the creation of a kind of social network or system that 
makes corrupters safe, especially the big-time ones. Cor- 
ruption can undermine the law itself (legal corruption). 


While still head of BAPEKA [Financial Auditing Board], 
former Vice President Umar Wirahadikusumah once 
said no department was free of corruption. Legal corrup- 
tion always goes hand-in-hand with bureaucratic corrup- 
tion (misuse of authority). The most common form of 
legal corruption is the provision of legal service in a way 
that hinders people who are seeking justice or protection. 
Legal corruption fosters the spread of corruption in 
society, for law organizations teach the people to be 
involved in dishonest transactions. 


Thus, big-time corrupters may escape pursuit by the law, 
thanks to the role of legal corruption. Such corrupters 
may be widely known in society, but society cannot use 
the law. The idea of displaying the faces of corrupters on 
TV will naturally not be effective in such cases. Legal 
corruption can also be caused by the subordination of 
law to the power of political organizations. 


The display of corrupters’ faces on the TV will not have 
optimal effect until legal corruption has been eliminated 


Dramatic 


TVRI’s 11 December display of the faces of three men 
labeled as corrupters has some interesting aspects. One 
of the three men was said to be at large. That means he 
was still under investigation, and his status was still that 
of suspect. Naturally, the principle of presumption of 
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innocence applied to him. In this matter, even reporters 
are bound by articles 3 and 4 of the KEJ [Journalistic 
Code of Ethics], which imply respect for the principle of 
presumed innocence. 


The case of the two other men is similar. If, for example, 
they had not received final punishment, because of 
appeals or cassation, for example, the principle of pre- 
sumed innocence applied to them, too. This principle 1s 
the consequence of acknowledging ourselves to be a 
nation of law. In their case, also, reporters must comply 
with KEJ articles 3 and 4. 


The most dramatic aspect is the “‘collision” of article 10, 
paragraph 3b, and article 43 of the KUHP [Code of 
Criminal Law] with article 3, paragraph 4, of the KEJ. 
Actually, the mass media are more bound by the KEJ 
than by article 10, paragraph 3b, and article 43 of the 
KUHP, which provide that a judge may rule on the way 
a convicted person’s sentence is announced. Reporters 
are not obligated to comply with such a ruling. 


There are other aspects 2nd implications that are no less 
interesting. One aspect is the application of article 21 of 
Law 6 of 1982 on copyrights, which permits authorities 
to reproduce and publish a person’s photograph for 
purposes of judicial process or public safety. ““Authori- 
ties” naturally means the law enforcement apparatus. 
They have authority io do such things, as, for example, 
in the cases of people normally referred to as “wanted.” 
In such instances, there apparently is an exception 
(through article 21 of the Copyright Law) to the principle 
of presumed innocence. The question then arises: Does 
article 21 of the Copyright Law also provide an excep- 
tion for application of article 3, paragraph 4, of the KEJ? 
We must of course reply, no. The KEJ is not a special law 
covered by the principle of “lex specialis derogat leg 
generalis”’ [specific law diminishes general law]. 


Naturally, there can be exceptions to these legal princi- 
ples and codes of ethics if corruption in Indonesia is 
considered to have reached the “advanced stage” or 
“third phase,” using S.A. Alatas’ terms. If corruption 
reaches a critical stage and undermines every social and 
economic principle of the nation, a legal principle with 
an emergency exception is required in order to deal with 
it. 


According to Prof Alatas, in this “third phase” corrup- 
tion becomes a “national cancer.”’ There 1s no aspect of 
life untouched by corruption, and its forms are manifold. 
There is not only the materia! and financial form, but 
there is also corruption of time and corruption of knowl- 
edge. Even nepotism is corruption. In its “advanced 
stage,” corruption destroys not only society but the 
guilty person himself. The implications will be most 
dreadful if corruption is perceived as a cultural value 
(cultural corruption) by the next Indonesian generation 


An unwritten emergency legal principle that 1s an excep- 
tion to other legal principles will remain in effect only 
temporarily. When corruption has “subsided” and a 
sense of shame has been restored, provisions like those in 
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the KEJ and the principle of presumed innocence, plus 
prohibitions against “trial by the mass media,” will of 
course apply again. If corruption does not “subside,” 
however, laws must be enacted out of respect for a nation 


of law that stresses certainty of law. Otherwise, we will 
witness the KEJ’s demise and the appearance of a new 
journalistic concept of freedom without much responsi- 
bility. 
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‘Santiphap’ Hails Changes in GDR 
90OGO0I10A Vientiane PASASON in Lao 16 Dec 89 p 2 


[Text] One situation on the world scene which ts very 
interesting now is the change coming to the socialist 
countries of Europe, especially the GDR, which in a 
short period of time has changed a great deal possibly 
because there were factors forcing the change. 


As everyone knows this situation started with people 
from the GDR taking refuge 1n the embassies of the FRG 

the socialist countries of Europe so that they could 
emigrate to the FRG. The leadership of the sDR at that 
tsme felt that these events were caused by western 
propaganda and operations undertaken to destroy the 
GDR, especially on the part of the FRG. This situation 
caused concern in the SED [The Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany] and among the people of the GDR. In order to 
halt these undesired events the leadership called for 
reforms in keeping with the real desires of the people and 
the needs of the age. 


In order to respond to the desires of the people the 
leadership organization of the GDR made changes and 
adopted various measures, for example: they broadened 
democracy, changed their leader, allowed people to 
travel abroad freely, allowed organizations to be estab- 
lished which had been forbidden in the past, allowed the 
mass media to issue information freely, opened the 
Berlin wall at the beginning of December, and changed 
some provisions of the constitution, namely, they elim- 
inated the provisions giving the SED a monopoly on 
power. In addition they started to investigate for any 
embezzlement or misuse of power by party officials. In 
this confused situation the anti-communist forces 
encouraged groups and people in the GDR to break up 
and abolish the SED, which has led the nation with great 
success, and adopted the slogan that the two Germanies 
should be united. But this demand of the FRG was 
reyected by the people of the GDR, and opinion in 
general did not favor it. A special session of the Congress 
of the SED not long after this resolutely rejected this 
obsolete idea. During these changes in the GDR and the 
other socialist countries, the forces of imperialism and 
anti-communism tried to persuade the peoples of these 
countries to give up socialism. But despite the difficul- 
tres, the SED has responded with one voice that it would 
continue to hold fast to Marxism-Leninism and would 
continue to build socialism in the GDR. It 1s curious how 
this crisis started. Many people in the GDR and other 
countries felt that it was the result of the leadership and 
the system of subsidized economic activity of past 
administrations, which were inefficient, corrupt, aloof 
from the masses, etc. In any case until now, no one has 
dared to express these views which were certainly true. 
Therefore at the Congress of the Workers Unity Party of 
Germany just held, the new chairman of the party, 
Gregor Gysi, announced resolutely that he would correct 
these basic problems of the party so that it would be 
clean and strong and could regain the confidence of the 
masses again 
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Throughout the events in the GDR and the other 
socialist countries a new movement ts struggling with 
one which is out of date in order for there to be progress. 
This is a principle of the development of human society. 
According to the philosophy of Marxism-Leninism, that 
which 1s new and more advanced must always overcome 
that which 1s old and out of date, and that which ts new 
and proven in this way will provide new energy for 
society to advance 


Border District Chief on Trade With China 


QOOGO1I10C Vientiane PASASON in Lao 
15 Dec 89 pp 3,4 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Comrade Maiseng, the head 
of the party and state office and member of the party 
committee of Sing District, said that agriculture was a 
target for cooperation with China in the areas of ponds, 
Sugar cane, and rubber trees, which would provide 
exports. Lao-Chinese relations along the border in Sing 
District were very fraternal because the people of the Lu 
tribe in Sing District and the Lu along the border in 
China have lived together for some time and travel back 
and forth regularly. They have increased the traveling 
back and forth and bartering since the two parties and 
States of Laos and China have renewed normal relations. 
However Sing District has lost its role in importing and 
exporting goods for the various provinces because in this 
period of the new thinking when trade must be profit- 
able, efficient, and quick, trade goes through Boten 
where the route is more convenient and shorter. A 
businessman told me this before my group returned to 
Louang Namtha District to meet with the provincial 
party secretary the next day 


Louang Namtha Party Chief on PRC Ties 


QOOGOILIOA Vientiane PASASON in Lao 
16 Dec 89 py 3.4 


[Excerpts] My group had to return from Sing District to 
Louang Namtha a half a day ahead of schedule because 
there was no morning bus from Sing District to Louang 
Namtha. The next day my group met with Comrade 
Kwan, the party secretary and administrative head as we 
had hoped. [passage omitted] 


He said that first he would talk about foreign relations, 
especially Lao-Chinese relations between Louang 
Namtha Province and Yunnan Province 


There have been relations between the two provinces 
since 1986; relations were halted at the beginning of the 
80's. Initially relations consisted of the unofficial 
exchange of goods between the people living along the 
border. Then there was buying and sell’ng between Lao 
and Chinese companies. There were nine companies in 
Louang Namtha Province; of these, three belonged to the 
State and six were stock companies. Total exports each 
year were never less than 500 million kip. The imports 
were more than thai. 
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After the two parties and states had exchanged represen- 
tatives and had resumed a normal relationship, Louang 
Narntha Province resumed relations with Yunnan Prov- 
ince. Since the beginning of the year there have been 
many exchanges of delegations to discuss activities. He 
said that on that same day, 11 November 1989, a 
Chinese delegation of six was coming to Louang Namtha 
Province and would then procede on to Khammouan 
Province another day. In two days another two Chinese 
delegations werc comirg to visit; one of these was a nine 
member group which was to inspect hydroelectric sites, 
and the other was a 12 member group which was to 
inspect agriculture. The targets for cooperation with 
Yunnan Province were irrigation, agriculture and animal 
husbandry, trade, hydroelectric puwer, and the improve- 
ment of the routes of communication and wired radio 
networks which the Chinese had set up in the past. In 
addition there were many other projects which would 
have to be discussed and in which there would be 
cooperation, for example: research for and production of 
local medicine, mining, planting sugar cane and rubber 
trees etc. In the future cooperation between the two 
provinces would be broad; there would probably be 
problems only with the procedures for carrying out these 
projects and the funding, the provincial parity secretary 
said in summary. [passage omitted] 


Building Technology Agreement Signed With 
Belgium 

BK0702105990 Vientiane KPL in English 

0944 GMT 7 Feb 90 


[Text] Vientiane, Feb 7 (OANA-KPL)}—An agreement 
on building technology cooperation was signed here 
between the Town Planning Research Institute under the 
Ministry of Communication, Transport, Post, and Con- 
struction and Louvain University of Belgium. 


The agreement envisages the research of building tech- 
nology, personnel training, the exchange in science, 
technology and documents, and the implementation of a 
model program to be launched by 1990. 


In 1988-89, the belgian government also rendered assis- 
tance to this institute in training two Lao urbanists, 
organizing seminars in Laos on local building materials, 
building a model house at Nong Tha of Vientiane 
Prefecture at a cost of 2.8 million kip, and presenting 
some construction equipment worth some 700,000 kip. 


Import-Export Firm Overfvlfills 1989 Plan 


BK0502052290 Vientiane KPL in English 
0931 GMT 2 Feb 90 


[Text] Vientiane, Feb 2 (KPL)}—The Lao Export-Import 
Society, an outstanding company with branches in sev- 
eral provinces, in 1989 made its revenue reaching 9.3 
billion kip from the sale of goods, overfulfilling 101.07 
per cent of the annual plan. 
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The society business involves the distribution of goods 
domestically including household appliances, electric 
devices, gasoline, vehicles and chemical fertilizers, and 
the export of local produce to foreign countries 


Despite the good performance, the society still met with 
constraints, especially the clearing of debt with cus- 
tomers. 


For 1990 alone, the society plans to achieve its trade 
figure of about 8.3 billion kip, disclosed the director of 
the society Somchai Sitthimolada. 


Nosavan Kin, Thai Military Comment on 
‘Liberation Movement’ 


900G0111A Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
12 Dec 89 p 2 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] At his home in Bangkok on 
11 December, Cpt Phoumno Nosavan, who is the eldest 
son of Phoumi Nosavan and who served as the deputy 
commander of the Lao Northern Tacticai Air Command 
prior to the change to a socialist system, said that he is 
now a refugee and that he has lived in Thailand since 
1975. As for the news that Gen Vang Pao plans to form 
a revolutionary government and ask Prince Suriyavong 
to become king, he said that he had learned of this 5 days 
before this was printed in the newspapers. He said that 
he is surprised and that he does not agree with this, 
because the present Lao government is very strong. He 
also said that he opposes using force. The Philippines 
provides a good example. [passage omitted] 


“I am opposed io using Prince Suriyavong. A revolution 
using force must be completed within 6-12 hours. This 
should be carried out in Vientiane. What they are 
considering is too far from the heart. Doing things 
gradually like this will result in many people being killed. 
Besides this, no one has asked the Lao people if that is 
what they want. There are few revolutionaries in the 
world who will beck a prince and then ask for the support 
of the people in order to carry out a revolution. Usually, 
they carry out the revolution and then install the person 
in a position above the people,” said Cpt. Phoumno. 


A military news source said that this is an attempt by 
former feudal! groups in Laos. But they will not be able to 
change anything. Even when they were in power, they 
couldn't maintain their power. It’s impossible for them 
to stage a successful revolution. Those who believe them 
are crazy. Gen Vang Pao is leaking all these stories in an 
effort to prop up his many subordinates and himself, 
because he he has to rely on these people. At the very 
least, this is an effort to promote solidarity and build up 
the morale of Lao patriots. 


A National Security Council news source said that Thai- 
land is not a transit point for everyone in the world. We 
shouldn't pay too much attention to this. This group 
lacks money and is just trying to gain publicity in an 
effort to raise money from Lao living outside Laos. This 
is just “war trade.” 
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“When I was in France once, | say this Lao liberation communist troops. Many Vietnamese soldiers were 


group. They showed a video tape to a group of Lao there. killed. But such films are easy to make. Anyone can 
The tape showed forces attacking Vietnamese and Lao make one,” said the news source. [passage omitted} 


a] 
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Labor Seeks Appointment of Permanent 
Department Secretary 


42000040C Manila MANILA CHRONICLE in English 
1] Jan 90 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Organized labor yesterday warned of a deteriora- 
tion in the country’s labor situation this year and urged 
the appointment of a permanent labor secretary to 
handle pressing issues that might arise. 


“The area of labor relations will be the most critical area 
for the labor department this year as labor groups are 
expected to clamor for another round of wage increases 
to offset the erosion in the value of wages,” said Dem- 
ocrito Mendoza, president of the Trade Union Congress 
of the Philippines (TUCP) 


He said such erosion will be brought about by increasing 
prices of commodities, higher transport fares, oil price 
hikes and increases in electric power rates. 


This, in turn, will result in more labor-management 
disputes and nationwide industrial mass actions, 
according to Mendoza. 


Thus the need for a “permanent labor secretary who has 
the support of organized labor and employers, an inti- 
mate knowledge of how the labor department functions, 
and an extensive knowledge in the field of labor rela- 
tions,” he said. 


Mendoza’s call was supported by the Labor Advisory 
Consultative Council (Lacc), a federation of labor unions 
including the militant Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU). 


Lacc members said they would meet today to prepare a 
list of five candidates for labor secretary, which they 
would submit to President Aquino next week. 


The appointment of a permanent labor secretary was 
urged as Dioniso de la Serna, who was appointed to that 
post in an acting capacity, himself admitted that he was 
only a caretaker in the department. 


“I don’t know how long | will stay here. My job can be 
for a day or for a month,” he said. De la Serna, an 
undersecretary in the department, was named acting 
labor secretary vice Franklin Dnlon who was named 
justice secretary by the President in the Cabinet 
reshuffle. Among those mentioned as Drilon’s successor 
are Nueva Vizcaya Rep. Carlos Padilla, Ancheta Tan of 
the Employers Confederation of the Philippines, Civil 
Service Commissioner Patricia Sto. Tomas and Labor 
Undersecretary Ruben Torres. 


Meanwhile, Lacc spokesman Paterno Menzon said the 
President should appoint a permanent labor secretary 
only after consultation with the labor sector. He also 
stressed the secretary should be identified with labor. 


Fil Joson, president of the Federation of Free Workers, 
and Rep. Ramon Jabar, labor sector representative in the 
House, agreed with Menzon’s preference for a labor 
secretary coming from the labor sector. 
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“After all, the labor department ought to be a depart- 
ment of workers and not of management,” Jabar said. 


But KMU’s legal counsel Potenciano Flores said his 
group was not participating in the Lacc-initiated meeting 
to draw up a list of possible recommendees as labor 
secretary. 


He said KMU was not interested in personalities but a 
change in the system within the labor department. 


While agreeing with Menzon’s stand that the labor 
secretary should be identified with labor, “we believe 
more in revising laws which should be made more 
favorable to workers,” explaining: 


“Ang kailangan ay proper [the need for proper], correct 
and efficient system. We can have this if we overhaul the 
Labor Code, restore the unconditional right of workers 
to strike.” 


For his part, Menzon said de la Serna’s appointment as 
acting labor secretary was a “predictable decision” by 
the President. He said de la Serna had proven himself as 
a competent labor undersecretary but opposed his per- 
manent appointment because he is identified with man- 
agement. 


Despite the opposition, de la Serna vowed to pursue 
vigorously the policies and programs started by Drilon. 
He added he saw no need for change. 


“I was part of the group which made these policies and 
programs,” he said. 


(Secretary) Drilon seems to have found a good formula 
which has returned industrial peace in the country. What 
is left for me to do is to make sure that the basic services 
delivered by the department reach its intended benefi- 
ciaries.”” 


But he said the department would adjust its established 
performance targets to reflect the effects of the last coup 
attempt. “We will work on employment promotion 
because we expect problems in local employment,” he 
said. 


“There are bright prospects for overseas employment 
with the opening of the Japanese labor market to profes- 
sional and skilled workers. I heard the U.S. is also in 
need of additional nurses and physical therapists. We 
will also maintain the traditional labor market for the 
Middle East.” 


At the same time, de la Serna downplayed organized 
labor’s warning of a deterioration in the labor situation 
this year due to low wages and inflation. 


He said the P25 increase in minimum wage last year was 
supposed to have taken care of the increase in inflation 
and the loss in real income. 
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De la Serna insisted that the decreasing trend in the 
number of strikes is likely to continue this year since 
most of the collective bargaining agreements had been 
renegotiated in 1989. 


‘Lhe resulting industrial peace, which could be translated 
into lesser work stoppages, will indirectly encourage new 
investments, according to de la Serna. 


Lawmakers To Study Shift to Parliamentary 
System 


42000040D Manila MANILA CHRONICLE in English 
8 Jan 90 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Congress has created a |10-man committee to 
study the possibility of a shift to a parliamentary system 
of government and the establishment of a unicameral 
legislature. 


Like the just announced Cabinet revamp, the proposed 
changes in the government structure were believed 
caused by increasing public discontent over the failures 
of Government, as exemplified by the December | 
aborted coup. 


In a press statement, Senate President Jovito Salonga 
said he and Speaker Ramon Mitra had agreed to form 
the committee to study the proposed changes. 


The agreement, Salonga said, was reached in a meeting 
with Mitra at the former’s Pansol, Laguna rest house on 
New Year’s Day. The committee will have five represen- 
tatives each from the Senate and the House. 


The shift to a parliamentary setup was earlier proposed 
by Mitra. But Salonga expressed misgivings about the 
proposal, saying that this requires a constitutional 
amendment which will be tackled by the committee. 


Sen. Neptali Gonzales, Mitra’s successor as president of 
the ruling Laban ng Demokratikong Pilipino, opposed 
the proposal and said he still believed in a bicameral 
Congress under a presidential system. 


He said Mitra’s proposal was not the official LDP 
[Philippine Democratic Party] position. 


Gonzales recalled that before Congress adjourned last 
December 22, Mitra had called him and sounded him 
out on the possibility of going parliamentary. 


“But I never knew how serious he was until...he had 
made a major policy speeci (on it),” said Gonzales. 


While expressing misgivings over the Mitra proposal, 
Salonga was receptive to the idea of allowing con- 
gressmen to join the Cabinet without losing their seats in 
the legislature, a modification that will allow the presi- 
dential and bicameral system to continue. 


Also despite his agreement with Mitra to form the 
committee, Salonga said he believes Congress should 
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focus instead on more pressing issues like graft and 
corruption, pervasive poverty, unemployment and a 
fragmented Armed Forces. 


The success of a parliamentary system, he explained in 
the press statement, lies in a strong, incorruptible and 
efficient bureaucracy that can carry on despite frequent 
changes in the Government. 


Governments could fall every six months as a result of 
popular pressure, which Salonga warned, could weaken 
democracy. 


He also warned of rampant turncoatism, with elected 
officials shifting allegiances to whoever is in power. 
Multi-party politics, he stressed, should first be strength- 
ened before a shift to a parliamentary system is consid- 
ered. 


The House had passed a resolution for both chambers to 
convert itself into a constituent assembly to discuss 
amendments to the Constitution, possibly including a 
shift to parliamentary system. 


If this happens, said Rep. Ronaldo Zamora (Mandaluy- 
ong-San Juan), the senators, while still representing the 
nation at large, would be on equal footing with the 
congressmen whose constituencies would still be their 
respective districts. 


But the Senate appears opposed to the resolution and 
still has to act on it. 


Some senators, however, concede to the advantages of 
the parliamentary system but want this implemented 
when their term expires in 1992. 


Among them are Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr., chairman of 
PDP-Laban, as well as Senators Edgardo Angara and 
John Osmena. 


There is equally strong opposition, however, to the Mitra 
proposal, led by Gonzales himself, who succeeded the 
Speaker as LDP president. 


“I’ve always been a presidential man...1 do not view that 
with alacrity,”” Gonzales said of the House resolution to 
sit as a constituent assembly to discuss the proposed 
changes in the government structure. 


To proposals to change from a bicameral to a unicameral 
legislature, Gonzales said he was speaking from past 
experience as congressman and assemblyman, which 
showed that laws that were scrutinized by both chambers 
were often of better quality. 


Sorsogon Rep. Bonifacio Gillego, acknowledged leader 
of the influential House Progressive Bloc, sees some 
difficulties in the adoption of the parliamentary form of 
government. 


“While the parliamentary system is more responsive to 
the constituents and the general public, there is a need 
that it should fit into the tradition of the people,”’ he 
said. 
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Gillego believes that a parliamentary system requires a 
mature political culture where parties are organized 
around issues or ideologies rather than personalities as 15 
usually the case in the Philippines. 


Dr. Olivia Caoili, chairman of the University of the 
Philippines political science department, added: “We do 
not have a tradition of genuine issue-based party politics. 
Some of our leaders are chosen depende kung guwapo 
sila o hind: [depending whether they are goodlooking or 
not}. However, this is not to say that we cannot develop 
such a system. Perhaps, if we adopt a parliamentary form 
of government, we might just be able to evolve a genuine 
party system.” 


Both Caoili and Gillego believe that a parliamentary 
system requires some preconditions. Crucial to such 
prerequisites is the empowerment of the constituency 
both in the political and economic sense. 


“The economic basis of the Filipino patron-client rela- 
tionship must first be dismantled. At the same time, 
political pluralism should be encouraged,” said Gillego. 


“The principal players of Philippine politics have always 
been the elite while the representatives of the marginal- 
ized sectors have been excluded. If we have to have a real 
parliamentary system, we have to change the character of 
the electorate by giving them access to wealth and 
economic opportunities,’ he added. 


If the country is to maintain a semblance of stability and 
continuity under a parliamentary form of government, 
Gillego thinks the civil service must also be transformed. 


“The parliamentary governments of France and Italy 
have undergone frequent changes of government, but 
civil administration remains in competent hands 
because of a stable and almost apolitical bureaucracy,” 
he explained. 


Like Mitra, Gillego believes that the presidential system 
and a bicameral Congress are two of the main reasons 
why legislation crawls at a snail’s pace. The never-ending 
wranglings between the two Chambers have not only 
delayed the passage of laws; they have also wreaked 
havoc on the Executive’s disparate legislative agenda. 


“Our basic weakness,” adds Assistant Majority Floor- 
leader Raul Roco (Camarines Sur), “is that we have two 
very combative Congressional chambers. Instead of 
working together, panay bunong-braso at pataasan ng ihi 
ang nangyayari.” [they all would like to move up] 


Worse, Caoili added, it seems that present political 
problems are not only due to the institutional weak- 
nesses of the presidential system. Most of them could be 
traced to the leadership style of the President herseit. 


“Cabinet members under a parliamentary system are 
more politically sensitive,” Caoili explained. 
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“From the experiences of Western democracies, the 
parliamentary system is more suited and responsive to 
mature democracies,” Gillego added 


Yet, Caoili is cautious about a parliamentary system. 
According to her, a shift to such a setup may prove 
disruptive since it means the reduction of the Presidency 
into a ceremonial position and the review of the powers 
of Congress. 


Recent memories of the old Batasan and the broad 
powers of “President-Prime Miunister’’ Marcos have 
made the prospect of a parliamentary system frightening 
to some. 


Roco, however, believes that the power of media and 
public opinion could serve as an effective deterrent to 
any abuses by the ruling party. 


“Actually, any system will do. The bottom line ts a 
vigilant people. And there is no compulsion for us to 
follow the English or French models; we have to evolve 
the system best suited to us,” added Roco. 


Muslim Leaders Laud Cabinet Revamp 


42000040A Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
9 Jan 90 p 4 


{Text} Muslim leaders yesterday exprcssed elation over 
the appointment of some very capable personalities in 
the Cabinet revamp, singling out the designation of 
retired Maj. Gen. Mariano Adalem as military adviser 
and NICA [National Intelligence Coordinating Agency] 
head. 


Danny M. Pangandaman, head of the Muslim Thrust 
(Must) a Manila-based organization of 40,000 members, 
said that the President has shown sensitivity to the 
clamor for reforms by naming Rep. Oscar M. Orbos and 
Rep. Florencio Abad, as transportation secretary and 
agrarian reform secretary, respectively. 


He said retired Major General Adalem is a friend of the 
Muslims and an inspiring figure in the military estab- 
lishment. Adalem is capable and with his vast experi- 
ence, coup moves will be nipped in the bud, he added. 


Pangandaman said Adalem’s appointment is a recogni- 
tion of his distinctive stint in the military organization 
and his proven honesty and no-nonsense attitude. 


He expressed hope that with Orbos, the acute transpor- 
tation crisis will be solved. Orbos, father of the 
Kalakalan bill, should address the iiiess with equal zeal, 
he said. 


Abad, the Muslim leader said, can turn the CARP 
[Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program] into the 
centerpiece of the Aquino administration into a roaring 
success where before it was scandalized by scams. 


Pangandaman, however, reiterated the clamor for a 
revamp in the second layer of the administration to 
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inciude capable Muslims in the hierarchy as undersecre- 
taries and assistant secretaries. 


The Muslim Thrust is preparing a manifestation for 
submission to Malacanang on this sentiment of the 
Muslim population. 


Armed Forces Get Powerful, Loyal Members 


42000040E Manila MANILA CHRONICLE in English 
6 Jan 90 pp 1, 


{Text} A powerful and influential bloc in the Armed 
Forces would emerge following the retirement of 22 
senior generals and flag officers from the service between 
January and April this year. 


Military observers have identified the members of the 
bloc to be members of PMA [Philippine Military 
Academy] Class 1961 and Class 1962. Members of these 
two PMA batches have been highly regarded as not 
influenced by officers sympathetic to the renegade forces 
and are loyal to the Aquino Government. 


The new bloc, composed of younger generals and senior 
colonels, was expected to take hold of three of four major 
service commands of the AFP [Armed Forces of the 
Philippines] anc four of six area commands whose heads 
are retiring Apnil |. 


The replacement for the second highest rank officer in 
the AFP was also expected to come from the new bloc. 
They were the only PMA classes, from Class '58 to Class 
*89, whose members solidly supported the Government 
at the height of the coup attempt last month. No member 
of these classes joined the coup, except for one colonel 
from Class 62 who expressed support for the rebels by 
allowing soldiers to display placards and banners inside 
his camp in Cavite. 


A sweeping revamp this year which would be triggered 
by the compulsory retirement of PMA Class °58 and 
seven other senior generals would place members of the 
bloc in almost all the sensitive positions in the AFP. The 
implementation of the new retirement regulation, which 
was also the reason for the retirement of nine generals 
before the year ends would give the members of the bloc 
better chances of placing under their control the entire 
armed forces by April 1991. 


Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Renato de Villa, a 
member of PMA Class °57 whose service was extended 
by President Aquino, would end his three-year tour of 
duty in January 1991. By April of the same year, 
members of Class 6! would be in a position to control 
the AFP. 


Among those retiring this year is Rear Admiral Emerson 
Tangan, Armed Forces Vice Chief of Staff and concur- 
rent Armed Forces Deputy Chief of Staff. 


Aside from Tangan, three other two-star generals are 
retiring in April. 
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They are Army chief Maj. Gen. Manuel Cacanando, 
PC/INP [Philippine Constabulary-Integrated National 
Police] chief May. Gen. Ramon Montano and Air Force 
chief Maj. Gen. Jose de Leon. 


Only Rear Admiral Carlito Cunanan, the Navy's flag 
officer-in-command, would be left after the revamp in 
Apni. He is due to retire March next year and was 
expected to be appointed Vice Chief of Staff replacing 
Tangan. 


Four of the six area commanders will also retire on Apr! 
|. They are Bng. Gen. Orlando Antonio of the Northern 
Luzon Command, Bng. Gen. Alejandro Galido of the 
Southern Luzon Command, Renato Palma of the 
Visayas Command and Napoleon Angeles of the 
Western Command. Palma will retire on January 29. He 
is expected to be replaced by his deputy Brig. Gen 
Bernabe Orena who is also retiring later this year 


Of the most senior officers, only Brig. Gen. Rodolfo 
Biazon of the National Capital Regional Defense Com- 
mand and Brg. Gen. Guillermo Flores of the Southern 
Command would not be retired. 


Flores is being groomed to replace Cacanando as Army 
chief while Biazon, who would become the most senior 
officer by 1991, was a shoo-in for AFP chief of staff 


The other key officers retiring are Brig. Gen. Armando 
Garcia of the Sth Fighter Wing in Basa Air Base in 
Pampanga, Brig. Gen. Andrew Francisco of the Ist Air 
Division in Villamor Air Base in Pasay City, Brg. Gen. 
Pedro Juachon of the AFP Training Command in Camp 
Capinpin in Tanay and Brig. Gen. Luther Custodio, who 
does not have any assignment because of his implication 
in the Aquino-Galman case. They are all from the Air 
Force. 


From the Navy, those retiring are Commodores Ernesto 
Ramos, the Vice Navy commander, Juanito Cortez, of 
the Naval Training command in Fort San Felipe in 
Cavite and Antonio Empedrad of the Naval District 
Two in Fort Santiago in Manila. 


From the Army, Brigadier Generals Francisco Jucutan, 
Army vice commander, Roman Gavino, the AFP deputy 
chief of staff for intelligence (J-2); and Galileo Kintanar, 
the chief of the intelligence service of the AFP (Isafp). 


From the Constabulary, Brigadier Generals Victor 
Natividad, the deputy Constabulary chief; Hermogenes 
Peralta, the AFP inspector general; Carlos Malana, the 
PC/INP inspector general; and Edgardo Abenina who 
escaped from house arrest and joined the military 
uprising last month. 


Six senior colonels and navy captains are also retiring 
this year. They are PC [Philippine Constabulary] Col. 
Espiridion Lazo, Air Force colonels Virgilio Calip and 
Camillo Tiqui and Navy Captains Samuel Tolentino, 
Ricardo Lapera and Romeo Celestial, all members of the 
PMA Class °58. 
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Fifteen of the generals and flag officers retiring this year 
belong to Class "58, two are from Class ‘59, two more 
from Class 60 and three who are non-PMA generals. 


Soldiers Invoke Rights, Remain Silent in Hearing 


42000040B Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
6 Jan W p 6 


[Text] Nine of 14 renegade soldiers summoned by the 
Davide Commission, the Palace-appointed body inves- 
ligating the recent coup attempt, refused to answer 
questions on their role in the mutiny during an open 
hearing yesterday 


The nine, who appeared in the hearing held at the 
Constabulary Security Group (CSG) headquarters in 
Camp Crame, explained their tight-lipped reactions to 
any question by saying they were invoking their const- 
tutional right to remain silent 


Some of them however questioned the legality of the 
five-member commission, although they promised to 
submit written testimonies on Monday. 


Despite assurances by panel chairman Hilario Davide 
that the probe 1s merely a fact-finding mission, the group 
refused to give statements, stalling the commission's 
inquiry 


The nine officers were Col. Renato Motus, Capt. Verge! 
Nacino, Capt. Joel Sarroza, Lt. Col. Oscar Legaspi, Lt. 
Col. Romelino Gojo, Maj. Franklin Casipit, Navy Capt 
Danilo Pizzaro, Maj. Cesar de la Pena and 2nd Lt. 
Joselito Cabreros 


In separate interviews, the panel members expressed 
hope that Congress would grant the body enough powers 
to function effectively in its inquiry in the coup. 


The renegade officers, through their lawyers, maintained 
that the commission, since it was created through admin- 
istrative order 146 by President Aquino, should have no 
quasi-judicial power. 


Commission member Delfin Lazaro told the CHRON- 
ICLE that despite the refusal of some officers to testify, 
others have cooperated very well with the probe body. 


“Some of the officers who have declined to testify, like 
Maj. de la Pena, may have legal reasons not to talk to the 
commission, but others are simply caught in the misper- 
ception that the commission is a prosecuting arm, and 
that is the problem,” Lazaro said. 


Lazaro said the commission still imtends to call other 
suspected renegade soldiers “in the hope that one or two 
might talk.” 
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Commissioner Carolina Hernandez, meanwhile, 
described the non-cooperation of some officers to the 
probe as ‘preliminary hurdles.” 


“We'll get to the bottom of this (coup) one way or the 
other,” she said. “All it takes 1s a little patience... We 
don’t want to be accused later on of denying the rights of 
people,” she added 


Two newsmen are scheduled to testify today, Jessica 
Sojo of Channel 7 and Ceres Doyo of the PHILIPPINE 
DAILY INQUIRER 


Meanwhile a Quezon City judge yesterday denied the 
petition for writ of habeas corpus sought by Ruth 
Comendador, wife of mutiny leader Brig. Gen. Jose 
Comendador 


Judge Maximiano Asuncion of the Regional Trial Court 
however ordered AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Renato de 
Villa to explain in writing within 24 hours why he should 
not be cited for a contempt of court for his failure to 
present Comendador to the court yesterday. 


Asuncion, in reyecting Mrs. Comendador’s petition, said 
he was satisfied with the arguments presented by the two 
military lawyers, Maj. Julius Magno and Atty. Aniano 
Desierto 


Magno and Desierto argued that a mere charge sheet or 
complaint affidavit signed by military authoriuies ts 
sufficient to warrant the detention of Comendador 


Mrs. Comendador had charged that her husband had 
been held beyonc the three days set by the law in such 
cases 


Comendador has been in detention since December 11 
when he and the band of rebel soldiers he was leading 
surrendered the Mactan Air Base to loyal government 
forces. 


Military lawyers said there was a standing charge against 
Comendador for mutiny “when he forcibly took over 
Mactan Air Base during the height of December coup 
against the orders of higher military authorities.” 


They also argued that military procedure does not 
demand a formal charge be written before a soldier is 
arrested. 


“A charge sheet executed by Brig. Gen. Renato Palma, 
Chief of the Visayas Command, last December 13 is 
sufficient enough for the detention of Comendador,” 
said the two military lawyers. 


Oliver Lozano, counsel of Comendador, however asked 
the court to transfer Comendador from the Camp Crame 
stockade to the barracks “as provided under Art. 70 of 
the Articles of War, which also prohibits solitary con- 
finement.” 
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NSC Chief on Cambodia Prospects, Khmer Rouge 


WOGUIOSB Bangkok MATICHON SUT SAPDA 
in Thai 31 Dec 89 pp 9, 53, 54 


[Interview with NSC Secretary General Suwit Suttha- 
nukun; date and place not given] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [MATICHON SUT 
SAPDA] What will be done to solve the Cambodia 
problem and what are the objectives? [passage omitted] 


[Suwit Sutthanukun] | believe that in the end [the 
Cambodians} will be able to talk with each other and 
reach a compromise. There are several reasons why | 
think that. The truth 1s, those who have supported the 
fighting include the Soviet Union and China. These two 
countnes have supported different factions. What 1s 
happening today with these major backers? Today, they 
are able to talk to each other. In implementing a foreign 
policy, every country has to consider its own interests 
first 


Today, they are cutting back on their aid. If one side 
stops, the other side will stop. If one side stops providing 
aid, support from the outside will decline. The factions 
that have been fighting each other for so long will realize 
thai that 1s not the way to solve the problems. 


| don’t think that the Cambodians will be able to 
continue killing each other. I have have been saying this 
tor a long time, and I still don’t think that the Cambo- 
dians will be able to continue fighting for very long. In 
the end, they will stop fighting and negotiate with each 
other 


After Cambodia has solved its internal problems, one of 
our goals 1s to ensure that Cambodia doesn't pose a 
threat to Thailand. Our hope for the future is that 
Cambodia will become a neutral country. We hope that 
it becomes an independent and non-aligned country. | 
think that that is a possibility. In the future, | think that 
it should be possible to give Cambodians a greater sense 
of nationalism, a feeling that Cambodia is an ancient 
nation. | don’t want anyone dictating to Cambodia. 


In my view, as far as history is concerned, we shouldn't 
think about right or wrong. An historical fact is that they 
have not been strong. In one period, they relied on 
Vietnam. In another, they relied on Thailand. If Cam- 
bodia is given a chance to stand on its own feet, | don’t 
think that it will pose a threat to us. [passage omitted] 


[{MATICHON SUT SAPDA] What is the position of the 
Khmer Rouge? 


{Sutthanukun] The Khmer Rouge is part of the coalition 
government. After they agreed to work together to solve 
the political problem, they had to use military force. A 
tripartite coalition government was established. The 
Khmer Rouge joined this coalition government. The 
position of the Khmer Rouge has not changed. Th 
Khmer Rouge 1s strong militarnly. [t must be admitted 
that throughout the period that the coalition government 
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had to fight Vietnamese forces, it was the Khmer Rouge 
who were the strongest faction militarily. They are still 
strong This leads to the question, What about the 
Khmer Rouge? Both Prince Sihanouk and Thailand 
think that the Khmer Rouge will have to play a part and 
be given a role io play in forming a provisional govern- 
ment. Thailand's attitude is clear. We support the for- 
mation of a government composed of all four factions, 
that 1s, the Sihanouk faction, the Son Sann faction, the 
Heng Samrin faction, and the Khmer Rouge. In the end, 
the Cambodian people must come to an agreement and 
hold an election 


Regardless of who is elected, they should be accepted as 
the government. But at present, there should be a neutral 
organization to monitor the election. Because if the 
election 1s not monitored, the results will not be in line 
with the wishes of the Cambodian people. 


Thus, concerning the ICM [International Control Mech- 
anism] matter, the prime minister and the minister of 
foreign affairs feel that there must be a neutral body to 
monitor things to ensure that the election results are in 
accord with the real wishes of the Cambodian people. If 
the Cambodian people dun’t want the Khmer Rouge, the 
Khmer Rouge wil! have to give up its role. It will no 
longer be able to say that it is fighting the Vietnamese. If 
the Cambodian people reject the Khmer Rouge at the 
polls, the Khmer Rouge won't be able to make any 
claims. If it claims this or that, other countries won't 
believe it. That will be the end of the matter. As for the 
charge that the Khmer Rouge killed millions of people in 
the past, we, as Buddhists, feel that killing p-ople 1s bad. 
But ‘iat isin the past. (he future is another matter. If the 
past is intertwined with the future, it will be very 
difficult to solve the problems. 


For this reason, | feel that in the end, after the fighting 
has ended, pragmatism will take precedence over ide- 
alism. Ideals are good, but to solve a problem, you must 
be pragmatic. To achieve your ideals, you must move 
step by step. If you rush, you will never achieve your 
ideals. 


{MATICHON SUT SAPDA] In terms of Thailand’s best 
interests, would it be better for the Khmer Rouge or 
Heng Samrin to win the election? 


[Sutthanukun] It doesn’t really matter. You have to look 
beyond the election to the formation of a government. 
That Cambodian government will probably be a neutral 
government. At the same time, the country must be 
developed. Thus, I don’t think that Cambodia will pose 
a threat to Thailand or threaten our security. We may 
cooperate with and help Cambodia after the election and 
the formation of a government in order to help the 
country develop. That 1s already our policy. We want 
Cambodia, Laos, Burma, and Malaysia tc achieve sta- 
bility. In the future, the countries in this region will 
probably cooperate with each other more and more. 
[passage omitted] 
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Air Force Armaments Plans Discussed 


900G0108A Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 
15-21 Jan 90 pp 31, 32 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] The air force holds military 
exercises at “Muang Khom” every year. [passage 
omitted] 


As LAK THAI reported previously, this was the first 
time that two types of aircraft were used in these 
exercises. The two types of aircraft used were the F-SE, 
which the air force has used for many years, and the 
F-16, the newest fighter aircraft in the air force’s arsenal. 
[passage omitted] 


A senior air force officer said that the weapons system of 
the F-5 must be upgraded. Pilots need more training, 
too, because this is our basic aircraft. We have more F-5s 
than F-16s. We will have to use F-5 aircraft for several 
more years. This exercise involving both F-5 and F-16 
aircraft was not just an ordinary demonstration for the 
fun of it. This was an exercise in using these aircraft to 
defend our air space. The purpose was to improve 
techniques and flying skills. 


The exercise that day consisted of 12 demonstrations, 
including showing off the capabilities of the aircraft and 
using various types of weapons of both the aircraft and 
ground units. This was the largest demonstration ever 
held. The aircraft also made both low-level and high- 
level bombing runs. 


During the fighting at Ban Rom Klao, LAK THAI was 
the only publication to reveal that laser-guided bombs, 
which are very accurate, had been used. The air force 
demonstrated these bombs, too, during the air interdic- 
tion demonstration. One F-5 aircraft was used to point 
out the target using LTDS (laser target designator set). It 
fired a laser beam at the target. The laser beam was 
reflected from the target, with a strength of 1.06 microns, 
to the bombs, which were equipped to accept the laser 
beams. The laser-guided MK 84 bombs from two other 
F-Ss hit the target, which was supposed to be a bridge 
and convoy of enemy vehicles. 
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A senior air force officer told LAK THAI that the air 
force has a large number of these “Rock Eye,” or laser 
guided bombs. During the fighting at Ban Rom Klao, 
this type of bomb played a major role and was a factor in 
our victory. By using this bomb, we were able to hit and 
destroy the targets. [passage omitted] 


As for the plan to procure attack aircraft, as LAK THAI 
has reported, the air force 1s interested in the Anado 
aircraft, which England will put on the arms market. The 
problem is, this aircraft 1s quite expensive. 


A senior air force officer said that as the situation stands 
today, we are in danger of air attack from only one 
direction. We have stationed adequate aerial forces 
along our eastern border to carry on combat air patrols. 
But if something happened along one of our other 
borders, we wouldn't have sufficient aircraft there to 
make combat air patrols. “But unlike Israel, we don't 
have enemies on every border. There are enemies along 
only one of our borders. Thus, we have concentrated our 
forces there. Along our eastern border, the enemy has 
more aircraft than we do. They outnumber us four to 
one. Thus, we must depend on superior flying skills and 
weapons to make up the difference.” 


The air force must take steps to achieve air parity. It 
must do this by changing the type of aircraft used so that 
it doesn't have to match the enemy aircraft for aircraft. It 
is emphasizing the use of longer range air-to-air guided 
missiles. In the future, during aerial combat, the aircraft 
won't be in visual sight of each other. Rather, they will 
“see” each other using radar. They will use guided 
weapons technology and combat flying skills instead of 
shooting at each other from short range. 


Another thing that the air force must consider is the 
suppression and destruction of the enemy's air defense 
system when conducting searches and destroying the 
enemy's anti-aircraft artillery and radar stations in order 
to gain control of the skies. If fighting should break out, 
there is already a complete operations plan for our 
battlefield air interdiction system. But our system for 
suppressing and destroying the enemy's air defense 
system is still very weak. This system must be improved 
and strengthened. 
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Understanding Better Economic-National Defense 
Units 


902E0131A Hanoi TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN 
DAN in Vietnamese Nov 89 pp 28-34 


[Text] If we count only the major units, the economic- 
national defense force in Tien Giang Province now 
consists of 2 battalions and 10 companies (2 battalions 
and 2 companies are subordinate to the provincial 
military command, and 8 companies to district military 
commands). In spite of the number of units involved, the 
strength of these units represents only 60-80 percent of 
that specified in staff charts. 


The economic-national defense units in Tien Giang 
generally are organized in two forms. 


The first form is the economic-national defense units 
that are subordinate to the military organs of the prov- 
ince and districts, with these organs either investing 
capital or accepting invested capital from the province 
and districts in order to organize the force, to carry on 
productive work, and to manage all aspects, both eco- 
nomic and military, of its operations. This form of 
organization is temporarily called economic-national 
defense units managed by military organs. 


The second form is the economic-national defense units 
that are subordinate to economic installations, which 
invest capital and maintain direct guidance and manage- 
ment in various aspects over these "nits. These units 
operate as components of economic units and receive 
guidance from military organs in regard to their military 
task, training, and so on. This type is temporarily called 
economic-national defense units managed by economic 
installations. 


Comparing the two forms of organization of economic- 
national defense units, we have found that the ones 
managed by economic installations operated more effi- 
ciently and stably than the ones managed by military 
organs. In the case of the units managed by economic 
installations, all of the initial capital was provided by 
these installations, which selected and sent over to them 
leading economic cadres and drafted and managed their 
production plans; and the fact that all economic activi- 
ties of the units were closely linked with the business and 
production activities of the economic installations 
allowed the units to operate efficiently and to incur few 
losses. Their vitality also was that of the enterprises and 
economic installations. 


On the other hand, many prodnction installations, eco- 
nomic installations, and so on boldly accepted ‘“‘to spon- 
sor” this economic-national defense force and invested 
capital in it because, after having carefully calculated 
and thought it over, they figured out that they would 
have many gains and that within a short time the 
economic-national defense units they sponsored would 


VIETNAM 19 


pay them not only the full amount of capital investment 
but also large profits. Some localities even asked for an 
increase of this force. 


In the military field, with these types of units, the 
military organs concerned would have a lot of time and 
enough cadres to concentrate their efforts on the task of 
providing economic-national defense units with military 
training and building them up to fulfill the quality 
requirement and combat task. 


In the case of the economic-national defense units man- 
aged by military organs, some localities in the province 
were encountering a considerable amount of hardship 
and adverse conditions as they helped to build this force; 
others even failed completely. 


For instance, in 1987 the Cho Gao District military 
organ formed a platoon (31 men). Because of a lack of 
guaranteed capital, commanding cadres, work, and so 
on, in addition to inappropriate interest on the part of 
different echelons and sectors, this unit later was dis- 
solved. In August 1988, after having learned from the 
failure, the district’s military organ decided to rebuild 
two platoons on the basis of capital investment to be 
provided by the district people’s committee. But then 
economic difficulties eventually forced the district to 
give up because of lack of capital, and the uaits had to 
look for work by themselves in order to survive. The fact 
that work was irregular, income was low, and the com- 
manding cadres had to run around day after day to look 
for work led to a situation in which soldiers did not get 
all of the benefits they were entitled to, their training was 
not carried out, and their spiritual and material life was 
far from stable, with a lot of difficulties and hardship. If 
this situation continued, the units would find it hard to 
avoid being dissolved. 


The main reason behind the failure was a lack of 
invested capital, or too little capital being invested, 
which created a deficit and did not give the economic- 
national defense units concerned enough time to stabi- 
lize themselves and to make the product they wanted to 
make in order to move toward a balance in receipt and 
spending allowing them to maintain thei activities. 
Furthermore, in military organs cadres were good at 
military matters but lacked a good knowiedge of produc- 
tion and business, and did not know how “to do work” 
dynamically; therefore, they were confused when they 
had to find some good ways to do business and produc- 
tive work, to manage things, to use capital labor, and so 
on. Consequently, the results of production and eco- 
nomic activities were poor. 


However, in the case of this type of units, Tien Giang 
Province also had some units that worked successfully 
and quite dynamically, such as the banana-growing unit 
and machine repair shop subordinate to the provincial 
military organs or the three economic-national defense 
companies of Go Cong Tay District. 


On the basis of such a real experience, in the time to 
come Tien Giang will resolutely and relentlessly move 
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toward its goal by keeping both forms of organization of 
economic-national defense units and by attaching 
importance to nor eliminating neither of them. As to the 
units in the first form, it will try to find the reasons for 
failure and success, to overcome the weak aspects, and to 
create favorable conditions for them to be motivated and 
moved forward. To have good units of this type will 
creaie a very solid initial foundation for the building of 
the province's economic-national defense units in the 
style of “army units engaged in econornic activities.”’ As 
to the units in the second form, Tien Giang will advocate 
continuing to consolidate them to bring their strength up 
to the levels permitted and to reinforce and perfect their 
operating mechanism so as to ensure fulfillment of their 
economic and military tasks; if the economic installa- 
tions of the province and districts have the need and are 
capable, the province will establish a few additional 
economic-national defense units until its need and 
national-defense task are fulfilled. 


About the present field of activities, most economic- 
national defense units (two battalions and eight compa- 
nies) are doing productive work at state farms. Their 
major work is to open new land and to reclaim faliow 
land; to improve land and soil; to dig irngation canals 
and ditches; and to plant, care for, and harvest such 
crops as coconut, pineapple, pepper, coffee, cashew, and 
rice. A few units are doing other work like raising shrimp 
and fish, taking part in building work for resettlement of 
people in new economic zones, and so on. As to the two 
remaining companies, one is working at the food corpo- 
ration and the other at the province’s sugar cane-sugar 
enterprise. The work involves loading and unloading 
goods, rice, sugar cane; processing foods; milling rice; 
pressing suger cane; refining sugar; and doing other 
support work like repairing machines, carpentering, 
masoning, and so on. Through their work we can see that 
the economic-national defense units not only work in 
agriculture but also can do work in such sectors as 
industry, small industry and handicrafts, construction, 
and machine repair services. They work very effectively 
in the economic installations that need assault and 
concentrated labor, have good organization with disci- 
pline, and have strength, and where difficulties and 
hardship exist and the work is demanding but simple and 
does not require complicated technical skills. In the case 
of the occupations that require technical skills, such as 
repairing machines, operating machines, building 
houses, processing manufactured products, monitoring 
crop- and animal-raising techniques, and so on, the 
province must select those soldiers who have acquired 
some degree of these occupational skills while at home as 
they worked with their families or in cooperatives, or the 
economic installations concerned must directly organize 
advanced technical training. However, because the eco- 
nomic-national defense units are still new, Tien Giang 
sets temporary limits for their activities. In the future, if 
the economic-national defense force gets more economic 
management cadres, scientific and technical cadres, and 
skilled workers serving as its hard core, and at the same 
time if it has plans to improve the soldiers’ occupational! 
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and technical skills through advanced training, it will 
expand itself to other sectors like communications, 
transportation, construction, and so on. 


About economic results, although the economic-national 
defense units had been built and had been operating for 
not too long a period, they recently obtained consider- 
able results. They properly responded to the labor needs 
of economic installations, fulfilled plans and production 
goals set by the latter, and attained high productivity and 
good income. Some units began to pay back the capital 
that had been invested and to achieve accumulation. 


Ever since the Grain Corporation in Tien Giang Prov- 
ince acquired an economic-national defense company 
(80 persons), it now has a stable well-organized work 
force having discipline and good health, and being able 
to do work of high productivity, including loading and 
unloading, milling rice, making noodles, building houses 
and storehouses, and repairing machines. Losses of grain 
have sharply decreased and become much less than 
during the time outside labor had been hired; security in 
the production installation has obviously been better. In 
production, from September to December 1988, the 
company successfully completed the work it had been 
assigned, which amounted to a total cost of nearly 
7,719,000 dong. When it was not yet required to pay 
back the initial invested capital, the unit was able to 
maintain a receipt-spending balance. Then in January 
and February 1989 it earned profits amounting to nearly 
6 million dong. Because the economic-national defense 
company operated with such great results, the Grain 
Corporation has now proposed an increase of its size. 


Battalion 514, subordinate to Tan Lap State Farm-Tien 
Giang Union of Produce Exporting Enterprises, in 
nearly 2 years (1987-1988) provided 170,000 days 
worked (equivalent to a total cost of 218 million dong) as 
it contributed to opening new land, improving 50 hect- 
ares of acid and sulfate soil, planting and taking care of 
200 hectares of pineapple, and digging and building 
more than 20,000 cubic meters of paths surrounding 
ricefields. In addition, it completed by itself the planting 
of 10 hectares of pineapple and 1.5 million saplings and 
the production of 40,000 liters of fish sauce. The bat- 
talion actively contributed to carrying out the plan for 
opening new land in the Dong Thap Muvoi zone, 
increasing the area for the state farm to plant pineapple, 
and creating favorable conditions for the resettlement of 
people and production and for more jobs for young 
people, and satisfied the most basic of the state farm's 
needs, namely, to increase its work force. Every year it 
provided from | 20,000 to 150,000 working days, out of 
the 200,000 days needed. 


In Go Cong Tay District, the fact that leaders at all levels 
there had high determination, knew how to learn from 
experience early, and worked dynamically increased to 
three the number of economic-national defense compa- 
nies, which became the hard-core work force of the 
district's three state farms. In addition, there was an 
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additional platoon, which not only was engaged in eco- 
nomic activities in the district but provided organs there 
with protection while serving as a permanent combat 
force in the district’s military organ. Company | at Con 
Ba State Farm opened new land, reclaimed fallow land, 
and so far planted pineapple and coconut in 400 hectares 
of such land; it also created favorable conditions for the 
resettlement of 10 households. Company 2 at Tan Lap 
State Farm planted pineapple in 150 hectares and in 
1989 has begun to harvest 50 hectares of this crop. 
Company 3 at Hoa Phuoc State Farm had 500 hectares 
in which it planted coffee, pepper, and cashew. In the last 
2 years, the companies managed to maintain a balance 
between receiving and spending in order to support one 
another; they anticipated that in 1990 they would begin 
to make profits and to gradually pay back the capital that 
the district in the last few years had invested in building 
them up. 


The economic-national defense unit subordinate to the 
provincial military command developed pepper planting 
in Loc Ninh in spite of limited initial capital investment, 
but due to the fact that it knew how to operate system- 
atically and dynamically and to turn timber in the new 
land it had opened into lumber, firewood, and commod- 
ities, not only did it create capital to support itself but it 
also succeeded in planting 5,000 pepper plants, which 
would be harvested beginning in 1990. 


Those were some of the economic-national defense units 
in Tien Giang which had been operating with obvious 
and good economic results. Other units there operated 
basically well, with various degrees of economic success, 
earned income, gradually moved toward maintaining a 
balance between receiving and spending by themselves, 
and made profits. Had they not succeeded in operating 
in such a manner, they would have broken up and 
dissolved themselves 


About national defense gains, the economic-national 
defense units did bring major gains to national defense. 


As the state advocated a reduction of the overall military 
strength and a reduction to a minimum level of the 
permanent local forces, with the birth of economic- 
national defense units, our localities now had a perma- 
nent combat force in a new form—a kind of local troops 
whom the national defense budget would not have to 
support—and a balance among the three arms in the 
province's defense area in the country’s new situation 


The economic-national defense units in Tien Giang both 
fulfill the economic task and are organized, do regular 
work, and are trained in accordance with the procedures 
and regulations of the people's army; military and polit- 
ical training is to last for 3 months every year; and after 
serving 3 years, their cadres and soldiers will become the 
army's source of the reserve force. 


In the organization of forces, the permanent skeleton 
cadres (PSC) of the provincial military command and 
district military command sections directly hold the 
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positions of battalion and company leaders of economic- 
nationa! defense units. This fact both displays the 
responsibilities of PSC toward the task of building up 
economic-national defense units in terms of military 
capabilities and acquiring additional economic knowl- 
edge and creates favorable conditions for PSC to be 
directly in charge of management and training and to 
have full command over their cadres and soldiers. On 
the other hand, in addition to paying attention to 
building economic-national defense units, which later 
will become the reserve force for infantry units, Tien 
Giang also pays attention to building reserve forces for 
various branches. For instance, the economic-national 
defense company in the province’s Grain Corporation 
will become the reserve force of its engineer company 
Military training in this company 1s patterned after the 
training program of the engineer unit. In a similar 
manner, the province also intends to build the economic- 
national defense unit in the sugar cane-sugar enterprise 
to become the reserve force of its antiaircraft company 


Here we also recognize the Tien Giang leaders’ consis- 
tent view on Organizing and building economic-national 
defense units: Because of the military and national 
defense needs and task Tien Giang was strongly deter- 
mined to organize such units. The economic task would 
serve as a basis for carrying out the national defense task 
and organizing and maintaining economic-nationa! 
defense units. Therefore, the economic and military 
tasks of these units must be very harmonious and 
smooth and compiement and support each other. If 
importance were attached only to the military aspect and 
the economic task were neglected, the units could not 
survive. On the other hand, if excessive importance were 
attached to economic development and their military 
needs were underestimated, it would be obvious that the 
units had deviated from the set objective. 


With such an understanding the economic-national 
defense units recently made many efforts to carry out 
their economic task and at the same time properly 
fulfilled the military and political training task within 
the contents and time limit set by the provincial military 
command. An examination of all fields of achievement 
showed that all units satisfied the passing requirements, 
many units scored quite highiy in the good and out- 
standing performance ratings. Battalion 2009 was rated 
outstanding. Battalion 514 was rated good in infantry 
gun shooting competition and in observation of regula- 
tions. 


As an initial achievement, the economic-nationa! 
defense units succeeded in exerting good effects on 
organizing, educating, and training thousands of youths 
along the line of becoming new socialist persons being 
fully developed and having both political knowledge and 
the ability to fulfill their economic and national! defense 
tasks. What became obvious to everybody was that 
through activities under army regulations and through 
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working, learning, and training under difficult and hard- 
ship conditions, almost all youths have achieved impor- 
tant growth in many aspects and have had stable ideo- 
logical thinking, pride in their responsibilities and 
duties, and enthusiasm for their work: discipline has 
been maintained better, with desertion having sharply 
decreased, and more than 20 persons have been helped 
to overcome their illiteracy. These results would cer- 
tainly be greater when the youths finished their 3 years of 
service. We think that only by raising this question 
within the strategy of becoming human of the party can 
people fully see the significance of the task of building 
economic-national defense units here. 


Furthermore, no matter where they are and in what 
terrain they operate, economic-nationa! defense units 
also contribute to maintaining social security, order, and 
security im the areas they are stationed, as well as 
bringing the party's cultural light to the people, particu- 
larly the people in new economic zones and remote 
areas. 


About the major problems that people worry about and 
still exist in the economic-national defense units © Tien 
Giang Province, we find two principal ones. 


One, organization of command in economic-national 
defense units. Currently, in the economic-nationa! 
defense units in Tien Giang, the two-chief system is 
being adopted and involves a military chief and an 
economic chief-political officer. Military chiefs (com- 
pany leaders, battalion leaders), who are officers selected 
among PSC, assume the presiding task in building units 
in accordance with the army's regulations and statutes, 
Organize military and political training, and build and 
maintain combat readiness and combat command. They 
are also responsible for organizing, managing, and 
directing units in fulfilling their production task. As to 
economic chiefs-political officers who are cadres nomi- 
nated by economic installations, they are mainly in 
charge of the economic task and at the same time carry 
on the party and political work of these units in accor- 
dance with the army’s statutes on party and political 
work. Both chiefs are jointly responsible for operating 
units and carrying on the task of building them up in 
terms of military capabilities, combat readiness, and 
combat. We think that with this manner of organizing 
these units’ leadership, economic chiefs-political officers 
will find it hard to carry on their task because in addition 
to directing the fulfillment of the economic task, which 
in itself is a heavy task, they have to carry on the task in 
connection with the party and political work which ts not 
the specialized field of economic cadres: furthermore, 
the two-chief system not only is unsuitable for th. army's 
leadership mechanism but also can easily give mse to 
“troubles” in the organization of command. 


In order to overcome this weakness, Tien Giang has 
applied a combination of several major measures, 
namely, when it had to select economic cadres to be in 
charge of economic-national defense units, it would have 
to pay attention to considering both their economic and 
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political leadership capabilities also. The best way, and 
under favorable conditions, would be to select those 
cadres who have done party and political work in the 
army before: to organize advanced training for econom) 

chiefs-political officers to acquire the necessary know!- 
edge in regard to the contents of and the way to do part 
and political work 1n the army: and to name protessior 

ally-capable deputy political officers assistants to eco- 
nomic chiefs-political officers, who would provide the 
latter with realistic and effective heip in this work. In 
addition, it would be necessary to fully develop the role 
and ability of military chiefs to take part in leadership 
and to carry on th. party and political work 


There has been a proposed plan calling for two chiefs 
one to be in charge of military matters and the other, 
economic matters, and a deputy to be named by the 
army or the youth union and to be in charge of political 
matters. 


In order to show the power of the organization of 
command, Tien Giang has also realized that 11 would be 
necessary to promote solidarity and unanimity, as well as 
real cooperation, among military chiefs and economic 
chiefs-political officers, and that military and economic 
cadres should all be concerned about total! leadership 
over the two tasks and avoid one-way operations, indif- 
ference, and so on. With such a proposed idea we think 
that the system of having two chiefs for each economic- 
national defense unit in Tien Giang probably is just a 
temporary one, and that the province in the meantime ts 
still looking for and testing a better one. In the long run 
it will be necessary to study and find the most appro- 
priate ieadership mechanism for economic-national 
defense units 


Two the state and Ministry of National Defense must 
have appropriate policies toward economic-national 
defense units. Because of the need to have an appropriate 
policy regarding the youths who would join economic- 
national defense units and at the same time to have a 
legal base for these units’ activities, after having 
obtained approval from its superiors. the Tien Giang 
Provincial People’s Committee acted within the limits of 
its authorities and decided that noncommissioned 
officers and soldiers as members of economic-national 
defense units would be granted the same privileges as 
their counterparts in the regular army. All expenses 
would be covered by local funds, invested capital of 
economic installations, and the units’ own economic and 
production activities. This policy has helped to organize 
and mobilize the force of youths. who have enthustasti- 
cally been joining economic-national defense units, now 
having stable thinking, and making efforts to properly 
fulfill their tasks. 


Anyway, the decision of the Provincial People’s Com- 
mittee 1s valid only within the province. The following 
case might easily happen: The soldiers who have served 
for 3 years in Tien Giang’s economic-nationa! defense 
units would be certified by the Tien Giang authorities as 
“having fulfilled military obligation in active service, 
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but when they moved to another locality, they would 
have to enroll in the army again. Furthermo _, after 
having fulfilled 3 years of military and labor obligation, 
they would not be granted pnority in enjoying such 
privileges as being selected for vocational training, 
joining the international-cooperation labor force, 
enrolling in officers’ schools, and so on, as members of 
the regular army would 


In order to overcome this irrational situation and to 
guarantee the iegitimate interests of members of its 
economic-national defense units, Tien Giang Province 
deeply hopes that the Council of Ministers and Ministry 
of National Defense would issue legal documents to 
recognize that members of economic-national defense 
units are a kind of local troops and are granted the full 
and same benefits as those that the state now grants to 
soldiers in the people’s army. 


Security Forces Concerned About Uncollected 
Firearms, Explosives 
42090016A 


[Editonal Report} On 17 Nov 89, the Ho Chi Minh City 
daily SAIGON GIAI PHONG reported that, according 
to the municipal security forces, local people and cadres 
have been very slow in turning in unregistered firearms 
and explosives. As of 2 Oct 89, one month past the 
registration and collection deadline set by the public 
security forces, only 969 firearms, 12,000 rounds of 
ammunition, 125 grenades, 31 M.79 grenades, and 4 
TNT sticks have been turned tn by 181! individuals and 
243 organizations. Many village and district cadres were 
reluctant tc hand over the firearms in their possession. 
In Hoc Mon District, cadres turned in only 40 out of 175 
illegally held weapons, while cadres in Cu Ch: District 
har ‘ed over 20 out of 50. 


Do Trong Quan, the city’s public security firearms chief 
estimated that the actual number of people illegally 
holding weapons and explosives was much higher than 
these figures suggest. In Cu Chi District alone, hundreds 
of families refused to turn in firearms and explosives. In 
recent years, a large number of demobilized soldiers and 
deserters made off with weapons and explosives that are 
still unaccounted for 


ECONOMIC 


Joint Enterprises Illegal Activities Noted 


YO2E0141B Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
26 Dec 89 p 3 


[Text] Since promulgation of the law on foreign invest- 
ment in Vietnam, thousands of foreigners have entered 
our country to explore, survey, and invest. Nearly 100 
operational permits have been issued. With permission, 
many joint enterprises and foreign parties participating 
in business cooperation contracts have quickly begun 
operations in absolute compliance with Vietnamese law, 
initially producing positive returns for the economy and 
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at the samme time specific results for the foreign parties. 
These are positive indications although still small. How- 
ever, in conjunction with this, some situations worthy of 
concern have also been noted in investment law enforce- 
ment during the past 2 years, assisting in effectively 
achieving the positions and policies of the party and 
State. 


In our Opinion, in any country, the goal of encouraging 
investment from foreign countries must be to attract a 
source of capital and standards of advanced science and 
technology. Foreign investment incentives must also be 
aimed at uchieving that. Regrettably, in the neariy 100 
cases of investment permitted by our country, not a few 
have failed to meet this objective. Many basic units from 
the very beginning have engaged in activities contrary to 
Vietnamese law and the articles pledged. In some joint 
units, both parties have clearly concurred on the contract 
and statutes dealing with the amount of capital and the 
contribution formula. However, during achievement, 
devious, hidden, and indecisive measures have been 
used to raise the capita! fixed by law, or goods have been 
imported for sale at a profit to raise capital, even liquor, 
beer, and cigarettes, restricted import items. In the 12 
investment proposals issued permits in Ho Chi Minh 
City, only six units are operating to this time, nearly all 
engaging im actions not precisely in keeping with their 
permit. Some joint enterprises have in substance become 
a “commercial office” for a “mother” corporation in a 
foreign country or an intermediary indirectly or directly 
engaged in exports and imports like a Vietnamese spe- 
cialized export-import unit. A number of joint enter- 
prises in Hau Giang, while attaining low operations 
results compared to the economic and technical argu- 
mentation displayed, have imported goods worth mil- 
lions of dollars, not to support the joint production but 
to sell for a profit or to exchange for other goods. Some 
basic units have not engaged in the production or pro- 
cessing of domestic raw materials but their immediate 
export. The minimum obligation of a joint enterprise or 
foreign party involved in a joint business cooperation 
contract 1s to submit full and prompt payments as 
stipulated, especially taxes. However, fairly prevalent 
has been a situation of complications and procrastina- 
tion, deliberate failure to declare, or seeking means to 
create difficulties and obsiacles for tax agencies in car- 
rying out their mission. To this time, six joint ventures in 
Vung Tau-Con Dao owe approximately | billion dong in 
business taxes and interest. The situation of importing 
goods for sale on the market 1s fairly widespread but in 
only an extremely few cases has the payment of import 
duties or business and commodity taxes been complete 
as stipulated by Decree | 39 of the Council of Ministers. 
Consequently, the budget has suffered a fairly large loss. 


Compared with the general situation in other countries, 
the Foreign Investment Law in Vietnam contains much 
preferential and liberal treatment. Many foreign inves- 
tors and specialists have such a common perception. 
However, this preferential and liberal treatment does not 
mean they are tree from management or to disregard the 
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law and social discipline, creating adverse consequences. 
Along with the effort. of various sectors aimed at cre- 
ating conditions for foreigners to participate in invest- 
ment in Vietnam, it is necessary to reject needless 
obstacles, to ensure firm management, to avoid any 
exploitation that may occur, and to guide and correct the 
actions of basic units with foreign investment capital 
precisely in accordance with state law 


HCM City Center Brings Nuclear Technology to 
Farming 

902E01434A Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 16 Nov 89 p 2 


[Text] We visited the Nuclear Technology Center at 217 
Nguyen Trai Street, Ho Chi Minh City, a truly modest 
compound that few people “know about.” Although the 
center was established in the 1980's mainly to support 
the building of a nuclear reactor in Dalat, it did not begin 
to get financial aid from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) of the United Nations, in which 
Vietnam ts one of the 118 member nations, until 1985. 
The Ho Chi Minh City Nuclear Technology Center, 
which is subordinate to the Dalat Nuclear Research 
Institute and the National Atomic Energy Institute, 
develops programs that serve production and daily life 
and promote effective applications suitable for many 
aspects of “normal living.” 


Its industrial office studied and put to use the “nonde- 
structive testing’ method of using gamma rays or ultra- 
sonic waves to evaluate the quality of welding and the 
structure and quality of concrete, a method that has been 
adopted by many enterprises and in many construction 
projects; its hydrographic office used radioisotopes to 
study the potential force of underground water and 
closely cooperated with Geology Intergroup 8 in 
studying the quality, source, and rate of flow of under- 
ground water in the Mekong River delta for the benefit 
of industry, agriculture, and daily life. In agriculture, as 
early as in 1987, its radioactive biology office developed 
a program—VIE/05/11—“To apply the technique of 
radioisotopic tracing using phosphorus-32 (P-32) and 
nitrogen-15 (N-15) to studying soil, fertilizers, and 
crops.’ This new technique of radioisotopic tracing has 
been applied for the first time to agriculture in the 
southern provinces. Le Dac Lieu, Ph.D., head of the 
radioactive biology office, told us that as the center was 
developing the program, it received wholehearted assis- 
tance from Australian Professor Glynn Bowen, head of 
the FAO [UN Food and Agriculture Organization] and 
IAEA Soil Fertility, Irrigation, and Crop Production 
Section. Mr Glynn Bowen came to Vietnam to conduct a 
survey, along with cadres of this office, on plants and 
geologic features of the Mekong River delta and also sent 
over two [foreign] specialists to help train its staff 
members in the tracing technique with P-32 and N-15. 
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At the same time, IAEA provided it with modern equip- 
ment for the use of P-32 and N-15 to study the soil- 
fertilizer-crop relationships. 


Ai the center, we were able to see the “liquid scintillation 
counter LSC2” and the “radioactive spectrometer 
NOM'6E,” which the scientific and technical cadres of the 
center's radioactive biology and electronics offices had 
assembled, installed, and put to use in 2 months’ time. 
Last July, the Australian and Indian specialists from 
IAEA used these pieces of equipment along with the 
Vietnamese scientific and technical cadres to develop 
VIE/05/11 research subjects for studying the ‘‘sulfate- 
laden” ricefields at Can Tho College and the “grey soil” 
at the Ho Chi Minh City College of Agriculture and 
Forestry. The VIE/05/11 program has a practical role 
and significance broad enough for resolving problems in 
agriculture, such as conducting more profound, more 
direct, fast, and accurate studies; finding the nutritional 
relationships of crops (rice, corn, beans, coffee, rubber) 
in regard to each type of soil and different crop-growing 
systems; selecting seeds in a fast manner; evaluating the 
quality of various types of imported nitrate and phos- 
phate fertilizers; and using and making fertilizers on the 
spot (green manure, stable manure, ground phosphate 
fertilizer, roasted phosphate fertilizer, and various kinds 
of local fertilizers). 


Were research projects still left in his office’s “ivory 
tower’? In his answer to this question, Le Dac Lieu, 
Ph.D., said the scientific and technical cadres of his 
office closely coordinated their work with agricultural 
technology cadres to compile a guide, “Application of 
the Isotopic Tracing Technique to Agriculture.”’ Once 
this document has been published, it would serve as a 
bridge between agricultural technology cadres and the 
field of nuclear technology. 


To apply advanced science and technology to agriculture 
is necessary for carrying out a nationwide grain produc- 
tion program focusing on the Mekong delta provinces. 
To bring a high technology—the nuclear technology— 
into the reality of our country is realizable. The center 
has a body of scientific and technical cadres having good 
background, with a majority of them having been trained 
abroad. The question is these cadres need to be more 
active and more closely attached to Vietnam's ricefields. 
A clor*® cooperation among nuclear technology cadres 
and the more numerous scientific and technical cadres in 
the agricultural sector is a condition for developing the 
capability and effectiveness of a modern method in 
agriculture, a sector that has accumulated much experi- 
ence and has undergone very many technical changes in 
the last few decades. 


Cement Enterprises Federation Surpasses 1989 
Planned Target 


902E0141A Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
26 Dec 89 pp 1, 4 


[Text] During 1989, the Federation of Cement Enter- 
prises was assigned a plan to produce and distribute 1.79 
million tons of cement and 3.8 million square meters of 
cement asbestos roofing. Despite many changes in the 
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socioeconomic situation and an unstable distribution 
situation, the entire federation struggled to raise the 


output level achieved during 1989 to 1.9 million tons of 


cement and 4.2 square meters of roofing. 


The Bim Son cement and Dong Nai cement asbestos 
plants were units completing the plan early with many 
efforts to raise the output level. 


Since the third quarter of 1989, because sufficient capital 
was supplied for capital construction projects, the con- 
struction requirements of the people in the southern 
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provinces and Ho Chi Minh City suddenly increased, 
creating a “cement fever” during recent days. To cope 
with this situation, the federation instituted many posi- 
tive methods. The Hoang Thach and Bim Son plants 
were encouraged to increase the output of clinkers and 
cement in coordination with the inland transportation 
and railroad sector to deliver a large volume of clinkers 
and cement to the south. Thanks to an increase in the 
transportation level during the fourth quarter of 1989, 
the federation delivered 200,000 tons of clinkers and 
50,000 tons of cement to the south. 
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